Minutes of the regular meeting of the Centralia City Schools Board of Education,
District No. 135, Marion, Clinton, Jefferson and Washington Counties, Illinois, held
on Tuesday, March 10, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., in the Administration Bldg., 400 South
Elm St., Centralia, IL 62801.

Members Present: Ron Johnson, Blake Griffin, Greg Dodson,
Sue Williams, and Michael Middleton
Members Absent: Derek Harlan and Renae Bauer

Also Present: Supt. Christina Becker, Assist. Supt. Elizabeth Hollenkamp,
Herman Lee, Lance Boldt, and Austin Williams

Board President Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

MOTION #1:

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Griffin to adjourn to closed session to
discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or
dismissal or specific employees of the district.

Adjourned to closed session at 6:03 p.m.
Reconvened to open session at 6:17 p.m.

MOTION #2:

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to approve the consent agenda
as follows:
L. Approval of minutes of regular meeting held on Tuesday, February 10, 2026.
Approval of bills for $633,514.42.
Approval of March payroll.
Approval of the March FOIA Request Report
Approval of taking bids for the 2026-2027 school year at the May meeting for
bread, food, and milk.
6. Approval of out of district trips:
a. 8th Grade students to Kaskaskia College Career Conference on April 10, 2026.
b. 8th Grade students to St. LouisKaplan Feldman Holocaust Museum on April
30, 2026.
c. Ms. Holland’s Class (CJHS) to the St. Louis Aquarium on May 14, 2026
d. CJHS students to Washington, DC with World Strides on May 13 - May 16,
2026.
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MOTION #3:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Griffin to approve the Treasurer’s Report.
Motion carried.
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RECOGNITION AND COMMENTS FROM EMPLOYEES AND PUBLIC

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORT
The Negotiations Committee met recently to begin the negotiating process.

CURRICULUM REPORT

Centralia Junior High School Principal Mr. Lance Boldt presented an update of
highlights during the year at CJHS including band/chorus activities, a Veterans Day
assembly, Thanksgiving meal, Christmas Concert, PBIS Bowling Trip, Robotics
competition, basketball teams, cheerleading, FCA, student council, Spelling Bee,
Scholar Bowl, Volleyball, Black History Month, and Tigers of the Month Assemblies.
Mr. Boldt also presented statistics regarding behavior and discipline across the years.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

MOTION #4:

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to schedule the Eighth
Grade Graduation program for Tuesday, May 19, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. Motion
carried.

MOTION #3:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to approve the FMLA
Request from Employee # 00765. Motion carried.

MOTION #6:

It was moved by Williams and seconded by Middleton to approve a resolution
approving winning E—Rate bids from Clearwave for category one WAN and
internet services for the ‘26-°27 school year. Motion carried.
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
1. Building Celebrations
2. Other

Schiller:

e SAFE came and taught our students about body safety through a developmentally
appropriate program.

e Our staff attended Tri-County Institute with our Morale team, presenting for two
sessions. They knocked it out of the park!

e Teacher evaluations were wrapped up with everyone performing proficient or higher.

e Teachers did an amazing job teaching their students about a famous artist for Black
History Month. The students then completed a project that was displayed for our
Schiller Museum Night. We had everything for paintings, songs, art, and even
braille!!! It was truly amazing to see and hear about what the students learned.

e Mama Katambwa, a retired English teacher from the metro-east, came to do interactive
storytelling with our school. The students had a blast as they helped her act out her
stories. We even had a couple of teacher actors, too!

e We hosted our Star Student assembly, which celebrated students who showed
trustworthiness here at Schiller School.

e Read Across America Week was celebrated with students celebrating each day,
including Dr. Seuss' birthday. Students enjoyed green eggs and ham, dressing wacky,
twin day, and of course, pajama day!

Jordan:

e SAFE Body Safety presentations took place on Monday, February 9th, and Tuesday,
February 10th. These presentations helped teach students important information about
personal safety, boundaries, and how to seek help from trusted adults.

e Valentine’s Day was celebrated early on Thursday, February 12th. Faculty and staff
participated in an “old-fashioned” Valentine’s Day exchange, which served as a fun
team-building activity for everyone. Students also enjoyed classroom Valentine’s
parties during the afternoon.

e Our first annual PTO Bobcat Boogie was held on Thursday, February 12th. It was a
HUGE success! Thank you to everyone who helped plan, organize, and volunteer to
make this event so special. And a big shoutout to our amazing families who came out
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to dance, laugh, and enjoy a fun night together at school! It was so much fun seeing
students, parents, and staff boogieing side by side.

e On Friday, February 13th, all teachers and classroom paraprofessionals attended the
Tri-County Institute at Centralia High School.

e On February 17th, students participated in a severe weather drill as part of our ongoing
focus on safety and preparedness. We’re proud of how well everyone followed
procedures and worked together to keep our school safe. This was our final required
drill for the school year.

® On Thursday, February 19th, and Tuesday, February 24th, our SEL Team presented
lessons on kindness. These lessons centered on kindness. Together, we explored what
kindness looks like in action and the many meaningful ways we can show it to others.

e Mrs. Hollenkamp was our guest reader for First Chapter Friday on February 20th. She
introduced students to the classic book Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo and
emphasized the importance of reading a book before watching its movie adaptation.

® Our “Orphans in the Classroom” program concluded on Friday, February 20, with an
all-school assembly featuring Coach Bennett and the Centralia Orphans varsity
basketball team. Coach Bennett spoke to students about working hard and making
good choices. Orphan players presented SEL-themed lessons to students for seven
weeks. Mrs. Stroud organizes this program.

e On Thursday, February 26th, our monthly “Jordan Stars” assembly was held in our
new gym. Students are encouraged to express and demonstrate positive behaviors
daily in their classrooms and around the school to receive this recognition.

e Mr. Bland was the guest speaker for First Chapter Friday on February 27th. He shared
a book that he used to teach a unit with when he was a teacher. The book was called
The Time Warp Trio: Tut, Tut by Jon Scieszka.

e February’s Expectations Celebration, “Go for the Gold with Good Choices,” was
inspired by the Winter Olympic Games and was held on Friday, February 27th.
Students who qualified had a great time playing Winter Sports Bingo and enjoyed a
special ice cream treat. Great job to all who made positive choices!

e This year, we again participated in the American Heart Association Kids Heart
Challenge. We surpassed our goal of $2,500 and raised a total of $2,532.36. Thanks
to everyone who participated. Mrs. Jourdan and Mrs.Osborne organized this
fundraiser.

e We celebrated reading with a “Read Across America Week ” during the week of
Monday, March 2nd, through Friday, March 6th. Students participated in fun and
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engaging reading activities. On Friday afternoon, students participated in a
school-wide “Drop Everything and Read” event.

e SAFE Internet Safety presentations took place on Tuesday, March 3rd, and Wednesday,
March 4th.

e Girls on the Run began on Thursday, March 5. This program encourages girls to
develop self-respect and healthy lifestyles through dynamic, interactive lessons
and running games, culminating in a celebratory 5k run. Instructional coach, Mrs.
Laurie Miller, coaches this program.

e Students auditioned for this year’s “Jordan’s Got Talent” show on Friday, March 3rd.
Students are currently rehearsing with Mr. Bland. This show will be presented on
Thursday, April 23rd, at our annual Title I Family Fine Arts Festival.

e Mrs. Becker’s class and Mrs. Eversgerd’s class recently completed 2nd-grade swim
lessons at the Centralia Recreation Complex. Students in Mrs. Bailey’s class, Mrs.
Miller’s class, and Mrs. Stroud’s class are now participating. Mrs. Wangler’s class and
Witzel’s class will participate in April.

e Our Sweep Team is presently administering Fountas and Pinnell testing to determine
student reading levels and to show progress throughout the school year. These tests are
given at the end of each quarter.

e 3rd-grade students and teachers have been busy preparing for the upcoming IAR tests,
which will be administered during the week of March 16th through 20th. A “Don’t
Sweat the IAR Day” will be held on Friday, March 13th, and a pep assembly featuring
the CHS cheerleaders and our 3rd-grade students will be held on this date.

e 3rd-grade students will be participating in the Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR)
state testing during the week of March 16th through 20th. As an incentive, students
will have a chance to get their name entered into a drawing for prizes at the end of
testing. Students will earn tickets based on attendance, effort, and overall behavior
during testing. We hope this will motivate students to ROCK this TEST!

Central:

e CMS celebrated Black History month by beginning each morning with a rendition of
"Lift Every Voice and Sing," often called the Black National Anthem, whic was written
as a poem by NAACP leader, James Weldon Johnson in 1900, with music composed
by his brother, John Rosamond Johnson. It was first performed by 500 school children
in Jacksonville, Florida, to celebrate Abraham Lincoln's birthday.

e CMS students had their first round of auditions for the end of year musical, Footloose.
In all, CMS students secured 6 of the 10 leading roles. In addition, several CMS
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students were chosen to participate in additional supporting roles. The musical is set to
be performed in early May.

e Marion County Spelling Bee was hosted in the CMS/CJHS Library. 2 students
represented CMS. We were very proud of their effort.

e Teachers reviewed the new Rtl implementation and structure based on teacher survey
input during the most recent staff meeting. The focus of the interventions focused on
equity and equality, grading and assessments, and how to best serve our students who
may need additional support.

e Teachers participated in the Tri-County institute hosted by KSED at Centralia High
School. Teachers were able to select from a large variety of sessions geared
specifically to teacher and student needs.

e (Classrooms celebrated Valentine’s Day with afternoon parties filled with baked goods,
pizza, drinks, movies, and fun.

e CMS 4th and 5th grade students traveled to participate in the annual Brain Games. A
fun and rewarding time was had by all.

e 12 CMS students were treated to a pizza party for being selected by their teachers as
‘Cub of the Month’. Each cub was permitted to bring a guest of their choosing to help
in the celebration.

CJHS:

e Black History Month: Several CJHS students participated in the Black History Month
Poster Contest in February. Posters were hung in the CJHS Commons. One winner was
chosen from each grade level. The following students won a Dominos Pizza for
creating inspiring posters: Shimaya Reynolds, Jaeramiiah Chavis, & Brooklynn
Stebbins.

e February Faculty Meeting: On February 11, teachers and paraprofessionals met as a
group in the Library. Mr. Brendel went over discipline numbers. Mr. Boldt went over
the plans for Test Prep during Rtl time leading up to IAR testing in March, and
explained the importance of teachers using accommodation logs. Teachers met in their
grade levels to discuss remediation plans for students who are on the retention watch
list and to select the February Tigers of the Month.

e Teacher Institute: CJHS teachers attended the Tri-County Teachers’ Conference at
Centralia High School on February 13.

e Third Fire Drill: CJHS students completed their third & final fire drill of the school
year on February 18. Students & staff were evacuated quickly and efficiently.
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e Spelling Bee: Aubrey Marshall & Angela Hamburg represented CJHS in the Marion
County Spelling Bee Competition, which was held at the CJHS Library on February
10.

e Sweetheart Formal Dance: On Friday evening, February 20, CJHS students attended
a fancier than normal, formal dance put on by PBIS, in the CTHS commons.

e Brain Games: On February 24-25, Mr. Morris took several CJHS students to the Brain
Games competition at Salem Community Center.

e 2027 Washington DC Trip Meeting: Ten families from CJHS attended a parent
meeting for the 2027 Spring World Strides trip to Washington DC. There are four
students who are already signed up for the trip next year.

e Girls’ Volleyball: The girls’ volleyball team is currently 12-6 and is the #1 seed in the
Regional tournament at Carlyle the week of March 18.

e Scholar Bowl: The CJHS Scholar Bowl varsity team has wins against Central City,
Kell, Odin, & Willow Grove. The JV team has wins against Central City, Kell, Odin,
Willow Grove, St. Mary’s, Sandoval, Raccoon, & New Horizon.

e February Tigers of the Month: The following CJHS students were selected as the
February Tigers of the Month and were honored at the February 27 school-wide
assembly:
6™ Grade: Aleena Hamburg & Jesus Moncado Santiago
7*® Grade: Aubrey Marshall & Miles Livesay
8" Grade: Nadalynn Whitelow & Kaylee Smith
Boys’ basketball & cheer were also honored at the assembly. The following boys’
basketball players received awards at the assembly:

Free Throws: Jaden Jones

Best Offensive: Hayden Weibley

Best Defensive: Braydin Smith

Best Rebounder: Hayden Weibley

Best Team Player: Myson Maines

Most Improved: Jordan Castleman

Ethan Bailey Award (Coachable & Hard Worker): Ethan Bailey

e February Discipline: Our current 8" graders continue to outperform last year’s 8"
graders with fewer discipline referrals compared to a year ago.
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Feb 2025 Feb 2026
6™ Grade: 20 36
7% Grade: 22 38
8" Grade: 30 41
TOTAL: 72 115
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOTION #7:

YTD 2024-25
119
186
202
507

232
309
189
730

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to adjourn the meeting.

Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
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APPROVED:
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED

Sue Williams, Board Secretary
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Sue Williams, Board Secretary



