Minutes of the regular meeting of the Centralia City Schools Board of Education,
District No. 135, Marion, Clinton, Jefferson and Washington Counties, Illinois, held
on Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., in the Administration Bldg., 400 South
Elm St., Centralia, IL. 62801,

Members Present: Ron Johnson,Derek Harlan, Michael Middleton, Sue Williams, and
Renae Bauer

Members Absent: Blake Griffin, and Greg Dodson

Also Present: Supt. Christina Becker, Austin Williams, Teresa Burdin, Laurie
Miller, Herman Lee ‘

Board President Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

MOTION #1.

It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Harlan to adjourn to closed session to
discuss personnel and the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the
public body.

Adjourned to closed session at 6:01 p.m.
Reconvened to open session at 6:43 p.m.

MOTION #2:

It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Harlan to approve the consent agenda as
follows:
1. Approval of minutes of regular meeting held on Tuesday, December 09, 2025,
2. Approval of bills for 574,043 .44,
3. Approval of January payroll.
4, Approval of out of district trips:
a. Fourth Grade SOAR to Rend Lake College for Brain Games on January 26,
2026
b. Fifth and Sixth Grade SOAR to Rend Lake College for Brain Games on January
27,2026
c. Seventh and Eighth Grade SOAR to Rend Lake College for Brain Games on
January 28, 2026

- MOTION #3:

It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to approve the Treasurer’s Report.
Motion carried.
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BOARD COMMITTEE REPORT

RRICULUM REP
Instructional coaches Teresea Burdin and Laurie Miller provided a brief overview and
highlights from the coaching program. They provide professional development,
support new teachers, and collaborate with the ROE. Feedback was also provided
from coaching surveys and from teachers.

UNEINISHED BUSTNESS
NEW BUSINESS

A second reading was held for the following PRESS policy updates:

2:120 Board Member Development; 2:150 Committees; 2:270 Discrimination
and Harassment on the Basis of rAce, Color, and National Origin Prohibited,;
4:10 Fiscal and Business Management; 4:30 Revenue and Investements; 4:80
Accounting and Audits; 4:140 Waiver of Student Fees; 4:190 Targeted School
Violence and Prevention Program; 5:10 Equal Employment Opportunity and
Minority Recruitment; 5:90 Abused and Neglected Child REporting; 5:100
Staff Development Program; 5:190 Teacher Qualifications; 5:200 Terms and
Conditions of Employment and Dismissal; 5:220 Substitute Teachers; 5:280
Duties and Qualifications; 5:300 Schedules and Employment Year; 6;20
School Year Calendar and Day; 6:40 Curriculum Development; 6:60
Curriculum Content; 6:130 Program for the Gifted; 6:130 English Learners;
6:210 Instructional Materials; 6:220 Bring Your Own Technology (BYOT)
Program; Responsible Use and Conduct; 6:260 Complaints About Curriculum,
Instructional Materials, and Programs; 6:315 High School Credit for Student in
Grade 7 or 8; 7:10 Equal Educational Opportunities; 7:70 Attendance and
Truancy; 7:180 Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation and
Harassment; 7:190 Student Behavior; 7:290 Suicide and Depression Awareness
and Prevention; 7:310 Restrictions on Publications; Elemenatary Schools;
7:340 Student Records; 8:30 Visitors to and Conduct on School Property

MOTION #4:
It was moved by Harlan and seconded by Middleton to approve the PRESS
Policy updates as read. Motion carried.
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MOTION #5:

It was moved by Williams and seconded by Harlan to approve a 60-month lease
with WATTS for replacement of copy machines with the district. Motion carried.

MOTION #6:

It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to accept the resignation of
Natalie Williamson as Assistant Softball Coach and Varsity Girls’ Basketball
Coach for the 2026-2027 school year. Motion carried.

MOTION #7:

It was moved by Harlan and seconded by Middleton to accept the resignation of
Nichole Hixson as 7th grade Girls” Basketball Coach for the 2026-2027 school
year. Motion carried.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

1. Building Celebrations
2. Other - CMS was recently designated a Blue Ribbon School for their P.E. Programs.
Schiller:

Santa visited students at Schilier School and parents had an opportunity to purchase
pictures. There were some pretty excited faces!

The students of Schiller School put on a fantastic Christmas program this year under
the direction of Angie Blair. The students did a wonderful job and the parents behaved
as well!

The City of Centralia Trolley came to Schiller and took our students for a ride around
Fairview Park. A special visitor was waiting for them at the fire department to say HO,
HO, HO and take a classroom picture.

Students and staff enjoyed a wecklong celebration of Grinch Week our final week
before break. There were CindyLouWhos and mismatched dress all over the school.
F&P reading fluency testing, as well as iReady testing, was concluded with new scores
to drive instruction for the third quarter.

Staff returned from Christmas break ready to go. They enjoyed team-building activities
planned by Ms. Marshall before they broke off into grade-level meetings to plan for
the upcoming quarter.

Students returned from break ready to learn! It is always interesting to see how the
students have grown just over the two-week break and are ready to learn when they
return.
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Jordan:

e Our Sweep Team completed administering the Fountas and Pinnell testing to all
students. This is used to determine a student’s independent and instructional reading
levels. It gives teachers the opportunity to observe student reading behaviors
one-on-one. Students are displaying significant growth in reading.

e In December, students completed their second iReady Diagnostic Tests. These tests
provide valuable information to teachers, including sophisticated data and actionable
insights to help them address students' individual needs and support meaningful
progress.

e December SEL (Social Emotional Learning) lessons were taught by Ms. Kasten and
Mrs. Osborme and focused on coping skills.

e On Friday, December 11th, the FFA students from CHS visited 3rd-grade classrooms.
December’s lesson was on the process of growing corn, the parts of a corn stalk, and
the different ways it is used. Students made an art project using packing peanuts.

¢ On Friday, December 12th, our December Expectations Celebration was held for
students who met the month’s behavior criteria. Students traveled to City Hope to
watch the animated movie That Christmas.

e Students enjoyed popcorn with two festive toppings as part of the experience. A big
thank-you to our Title I staff for coordinating the treats.

e This month’s celebration was organized by Mr. Bland and Mrs. Jodie Witzel. Thank
you to the Jordan PTO for covering our busing expenses to and from this event. We
also extend a special thank-you to City Hope for allowing us to use their beautiful
auditorium— it truly felt just like being at a movie theater!

e Agin the Classroom lessons were presented on December 12th, featuring Ms. Abby,
who read the book, Christmas Farms, to students and presented students with
Christmas bookmarks.

¢ On Friday, December 12th, 3rd-grade students got in the holiday spirit by making
gingerbread houses. Thank you to all the parents who helped make this sweet project
possible.

e Jordan faculty and staff gathered for our annual holiday party at the Crooked Creek
Winery downtown on Friday, December 12th. This was a great opportunity to celebrate
the season together outside of the work environment and enjoy time together in a more
relaxed setting.

e A Christmas Spirit Week was held during the week of December 15th through the
19th. Themed days included Santa Hat Day, Shine Bright Day, Candy Cane Day, Ugly

Christmas Sweater Day, and Christmas Pajama Day.
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e 3rd-grade students who did not lose a SINGLE dojo point for the 2nd quarter were
acknowledged on Tuesday, December 16th.

e Students who successfully met the November/December Reading Rockets goal were
treated to a celebration featuring a number of games. 2nd-grade students read a total of
151 books, and 3rd-grade students read a total of 70 books, for a total of 221 books in
the last two months. Since Reading Rockets began, the school has read 899 books
independently. This program is organized by Mrs. Moore and Mrs. J. Witzel.

e Our Jordan Christmas Program was held on Thursday, December 18th, at 10:00 AM in
our new school gymnasium. This program was under the direction of Mrs. Blair. The
program was a big success, and both students and our audience performed well.

e Before Christmas Break, students received books as Christmas gifts, compliments of
Jordan Elementary School and the Jordan PTO. Our hope was for students to enjoy
reading these great books over the holidays while continuing to strengthen their
reading skills and grow their love of reading.

e Qur January 5th in-service day team-building activities were a big hit! The in-service
was held in the lobby of the Jordan Activity Center, where faculty and staff proudly
wore their new Jordan — One Team, One Dream t-shirts and participated in a variety of
fun, collaborative activities.

e The morning included Breakfast/Mingle/Get-to-Know-You Time—complete with
sharing everyone’s go-to karaoke song—Teamwork Bingo led by Mrs. Jourdan, and a
directed draw led by Mrs. M. Witzel. The finished artwork is displayed in our hallways
for students to enjoy. We wrapped up our activities with a Cornhole Tournament led by
Mr. Hiller and Mrs. Osborne.

e A big thank-you to Mrs. Davis for organizing the breakfast snacks and to the Jordan
PTO for generously purchasing them. It was a great day of connection, creativity, and
teamwork!

e Our Orphans in the Classroom program began on Friday, January 9th. This program
brings CHS boys basketball players into the classroom to read SEL-related books to
students each Friday. An assembly featuring the Centralia Orphans boys basketball
team and Coach Lee Bennett will be held on Friday, February 20th at 10:15 AM. This
program is coordinated by Mrs. Stroud.

Central;

e December 2nd-3rd: Body Boundaries presented to the 4th grade students and provided
a lesson on safe encounters involving their bodies, when and when not to report any
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concerns, and overall safety when using the internet and participating in online
platforms.

December &th-19th Kicked off the Holiday Spirit week at CMS. Each day, students
and teachers dressed in their best holiday outfits,

CMS Cub of the month celebrated twelve students who have continued to demonstrate
good conduct and exemplary behavior. These students were provided with a pizza
party that they were able to share with a guest of their choice.

Students participated in the annual P.E. schoolwide scavenger hunt. Each class
participated as a team and one student in each class took turns racing throughout the
school to find one of the hidden items for their score card. A fun time was had by all.
Students played schoolwide BINGO over the P.A. system for their PBIS celebration.
Every student received a prize of their choice.

CMS students presented their Winter Program to a sellout crowd. This is the first
performance in the new gym and it was a resounding success. Special thanks to Mr.
Webster and Ms. Stacey for orchestrating the program from beginning to end.

CJHS:

CJHS Robotics: On December 6, the two CJIHS Robotics teams competed at
Belleville West High School and both had a solid showing. Vader’s First Imperial Tech
Division advanced to the state qualifier on January 24, which CJHS will host. Congrats
to both teams!
December Faculty Meeting: On December 10, teachers and paraprofessionals met as
a group in the library. Mr. Brendel went over discipline numbers. Mrs. Tieman showed
teachers how to locate IEPs in Skyward. Mr. Boldt went over the latest iReady
numbers. Teachers met in their grade levels to discuss remediation plans for students
who are on the retention watch list and to select the December Tigers of the Month.
PBIS 2™ Quarter Celebration: Due to good behavior during 2™ quarter, 166 students
enjoyed a bowling trip on December 16. 6* & 7* graders went to NuBow] Lanes in Mt.
Vernon while 8" graders went to Salem Bowl.
CJHS Band/Choir Christmas Concert: On December 16, the CJHS Band & Choir
performed at the annual Christmas Concert in front of a packed gym.
iReady 2™ Diagnostic Testing: CJIIS students completed their 2" diagnostic testing
in December. Test scores improved dramatically from the 1* test in August, with 7
grade ELA seeing the biggest jump. Here are the overall numbers

o Improved: 70%
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o Improved by 1 grade level: 34%
o Improved by 2 grade levels:  12%
o Improved by 3 grade levels: 3%

e Christmas Spirit Week: During the week of December 15-19, CJHS students & staff
participated in Christmas Spirit Week:

o Monday: “Twas The Night Before Christmas™

Tuesday: “Merry & Bright”

Wednesday: “Christmas Character Day”

Thursday: “Winter Wonderland Color War”

Friday: “Ugly Christmas Sweater Contest Day”

e December Tigers of the Month: The following CJHS students were sclected as the
December Tigers of the Month and were honored at the December 17 school-wide
assembly:

6" Grade: Shimaya Reynolds & Allison Hirsch

7" Grade: Jeremiah LeCrone & Keirin Velasquez Roblero

8™ Grade: Sebastian Lance & Willow Sheets

Band & Color Guard students were also honored at the assembly.
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¢ December Discipline: Our current 8" graders continue to outperform last year’s 8%
graders with fewer discipline referrals compared to a year ago.

Dec 2024 Dec 2025 YTD 2024-25 YTD 2025-26
6™ Grade: 22 36 80 157
7t Grade: 31 35 134 235
8" Grade: 38 33 153 130
TOTAL: 91 104 367 522
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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MOTTON #8:

It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Bauer to adjourn the meeting.

Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m.

MOTION #

JOHNSON
WILLIAMS
HARLAN
BAUER
MIDDLETON
DODSON
GRIFFIN S

APPROVED:
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
Sue Williams, Board Secretary
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Sue Williams, Board Secretary



