Minutes of the regular mecting of the Centralia City Schools Board of Education,
District No. 135, Marion, Clinton, Jefferson and Washington Counties, Illinois, held
on Tuesday, December 09, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., in the Administration Bldg., 400 South
Elm St., Centralia, IL 62801.

Members Present: Ron Johnson, Blake Griffin, Michael Middleton, Sue Williams,
Renae Bauer and Greg Dodson
Members Absent: Derek Harlan

Also Present; Supt. Christina Becker, Beth Hollenkamp, Rob Jackson,
Luke Eastin, and Austin Williams

Board President Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.

MOTION #1:
It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Griffin to adjourn to closed session to
discuss personnel.

Adjourned to closed session at 6:07 p.m.
Reconvened to open session at 6:17 p.m.

MOTION #2:
It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Griffin to approve the consent agenda as
follows:

1. Approval of minutes of regular meeting held on Tuesday, November 04, 2025.
2. Approval of bills for 1,022,337.87.

3. Approval of December payroll.

4. Approval of destruction of closed session verbatim tapes from meetings held

during and before June 2024 and to keep closed session minutes closed.

MOTION #3:
It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Dodson to approve the Treasurer’s Report.
Motion carried.

ITION AND COMMENTS FROM EM AND PUBLI
1. Rob Jackson from the City of Centralia and Luke Eastin of SCIRPDC gave a
presentation on extending the city’s Tax Increment Financing District (TIF) III
for 12 more years.

12/05/2025



BOARD COMMITTEE REPORT

1. Board members who attended the recent School Board Conference in
Chicago reported on their experiences.

CURRICULUM REPORT |
Mrs. Elizabeth Hollenkamp reported that Fountas & Pinnell testing 1s currently being

conducted in grades K-5. The second iReady diagnostic is also underway. There are
50 students enrolled in the after school program. A district wide writing project is
being planned for the spring semester.

UNEFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS

MOTION #4:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to adopt the 2025 Tax

Levies. Motion carried.

MOTION #5:

It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Dodson to approve a resolution abating a
portion of the taxes heretofore levied for the year 2025 to pay debt service on
General Obligation School Bonds, Series 2019, and General Obligation School
Bonds, Series 2018, of the District. Motion carried.

MOTION #6:

It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Dodson to approve the purchase of 69
Chromebooks and Google Chrome licenses for $18,618.96 from the Computer
Science Equity Grant, Motion carried.

A first ready was held for the following PRESS Policy updates:

2:120 Board Member Development; 2:150 Committees; 2:270 Discrimination and
Harassment on the Basis of Race, Color, and National Origin Prohibited; 4:10
Fiscal and Business Management; 4:30 Revenue and Investments; 4:80 Accounting
and Audits; 4140 Waiver of Student Fees; 4:190 Targeted School Violence
Prevention Program; 5:10 Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority
Recruitment; 5:90 Abused and Neglected Child Reporting; 5:100 Staff
Development Program; 5:190 Teacher Qualifications; 5:200 Terms and Conditions
of Employment and Dismissal; 5:220 Substitute Teachers; 5:280 Duties and
Qualifications; 5:300 Schedules and Employment Year; 6:20 School Year Calendar
and Day; 6:40 Curriculum Development; 6:60 Curriculum Content; 6:130 Program
for the Gifted; 6:130 English Learners; 6:210 Instructional Materials; 6:220 Bring
Your Own Technology (BYOT) Program; Responsible Use and Conduct; 6:260
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Complaints about Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs; 6:315 High
School Credit for STudents in Grades 7 or 8; 7:10 Equal Educational
Opportunities; 7:70 Attendance and Truancy; 7:180 Prevention of and Response to
Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment; 7:190 STudent Behavior; 7:290 Suicide
and Depression Awareness and Prevention; 7:310 Restrictions on Publications;
Elementary Schools; 7:340 Student Records; 8:30 Visitors to and Conduct on
School Property

MOTION #7:

It was moved by Williams and seconded by Griffin to approve the hiring of
Amanda Holland as Special Education Teacher at Centralia Jr High School.
Motion carried.

MOTION #8:
It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Griffin to approve the FMLA request
from Employee #0296. Motion carried.

MOTION #9:
It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to approve the Leave of
Absence request from Employee #1523. Motion carried.

MOTION #10:

It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Griffin to approve a resolution in
support of a twelve-year extension of the city of Centralia’s Tax Increment
Fmancing District (TIF) IIl. Motion carried.

MOTION #11:

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Bauer to approve Centralia Jr. High
School PBIS to Salem Bowl and NuBowl in Mt. Vernon on December 16, 20235.
Motion carried.

PERINTE T°S REPORT
1. Building Celebrations
2. Other
Schiller:

¢ Our top winners of our Krispy Kreme fundraiser enjoyed lunch at Wendy's, including a limo
ride by Macz Funeral Home.
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Students and staff celebrated American Education Week with fun activities from
dressing up as what we want to be when we grow up, writing thank you cards to
teachers and staff, comfy clothes day, and school spirit day.

Schiller students and staff participated in a theme-filled food drive. We raised over
900 items that were then donated to Lindsey Miller, our very own home-to-school
liaison. These items will be used for the families and students in our district who are
in need. The winners were the ECE classrooms and are being treated to a pizza party
by an anonymous donor.

F&P testing has begun as well as iReady diagnostics. It is awesome to see how much
our students are improving and soaring above their goals!

Students and their families enjoyed a family night of decorating ornaments and pizza
for the Christmas season. We had a very generous donor supply pizza for our families!
Students are enjoying shopping for their friends and families during our Santa's
Workshop. It is always fun to see what the students pick out for their loved ones!

Jordan:

Our “Reading Buddies” program continues weekly., Volunteers read to students during
our lunch periods. This program allows students to be paired up with an adult or older
student and take turns reading to one another. It allows for authentic reading practice
and a model of fluent reading. Mrs. Jodie Witzel, Title I teacher, organizes this
program. CJHS 8th-grade SOAR students are also participating in the program this
year.

Our 3rd-grade students created special Veterans Day projects spotlighting veterans
who are part of the Centralia City School District #135 family.

Last month, our students learned about developing an attitude of gratitude during our
monthly SEL lessons. They watched a short video titled "Attitude of Gratitude" that
taught nine simple skills to help us practice gratitude every day. Students learned how
to replace worry thoughts with grateful thoughts, reminding themselves that one tough
moment doesn’t have to make a bad day. They talked about how mistakes help us learn
and grow!

On Friday, November 14th, our First Chapter Friday guest reader was Mrs. Burdin,
CCS Instructional Coach. She decided to get us into the holiday spirit with an oldie
but a goodie! Mrs. Burdin read The Best (Worst) Christmas Pageant Ever by Barbara
Robinson.

During the week of November 17-21, Jordan staff went on a turkey hunt! Five little
turkeys were cleverly hidden among the staff, and the challenge was on—everyone had
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to gobble gobble at each other to find and snatch them away. The turkeys went back
and forth all week, making for some feathery fun and friendly competition! This
activity was planned by Mrs. Kasten.

e We are so thankful for the delicious Thanksgiving dinner our amazing Jordan Chefs,
Diane and Donna, prepared for our students and staff on Thursday, November 20th. In
addition to the main menu, they went above and beyond by making extra treats and
desserts just for our faculty and staff. We are truly grateful to have such a caring and
supportive team.

o Rowen in Ms, McMillan’s 3rd grade was 1 of 15 students, out of 960 students,
recognized in Nascote Industries’ Helping Hands Hand Turkey Contest! For every
hand turkey submitted, Nascote donated $1 to their annual toy drive, helping kids have
a joyful holiday season.

e A Scholastic Book Fair was held in conjunction with American Education Week.

e On Wednesday, November 19th, all faculty and staff were treated to a delicious
Monical’s lunch, compliments of the Jordan PTO. This lunch was in honor of
American Education Week.

e On Thursday, November 20th, we kicked off the holiday season with our first annual
Title I Family Night, “Reindeer Games,” and it was a blast! Families enjoyed story
time with Mr. Bland, Christmas cookie decorating,reindeer-themed games, Christmas
bingo, and of course—hot chocolate! Thank you to all our families for spending the
evening with us and helping strengthen the home—school connection. And a huge
shout-out to our Title I team and staff for making this festive night a big success!

e On Friday, November 21st, our First Chapter Friday guest reader was Mrs. Witzel!
She read The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate. Thank you, Mrs. Witzel!

e On Friday, November 21st, the Miss Marion County Fair Queen, Ella Douglas, visited
our second-grade classes and shared the book she wrote, Where Does Our Food Come
From? Queen Ella also generously donated a copy of her book to our school! Our
students loved the visit and the chance to learn from a real author and queen!

e On Friday, November 21st, faculty and staff surprised Ms. Woods by wearing Chicago
Cubs shirts or Cubs blue in honor of her son, Riley Martin, being promoted to the
Cubs’ 40-man roster! Congratulations, Riley!

e On Monday, November 24th, 3rd grade joined in on the craze and celebrated the 67th
day of school. Students wrote stories with 6 sentences and 7 adjectives, created digits
in disguise, gave 67 compliments, participated in the 67 Acts of Kindness challenge,
and did a mystery book review by just listening to page 67 being read aloud. The
teachers even got in on it and asked, “How many nights a week should students be

12/09/2025



reading? 6-7!!” They had a blast, as you could imagine.

e On Monday, November 24th, 2nd-grade classes read the nonfiction picture book
Balloons Over Broadway by Melissa Sweet. The book tells the inspiring story of Tony
Sarg, the puppeteer who invented the giant balloons for the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade. Students enjoyed learning about his journey-—from a young inventor to the
creator of the iconic parade balloons we still enjoy today. After reading, students used
text evidence to show how Tony solved the many challenges he faced along the way.
To finish the lesson, students designed their own parade balloons and held a fun
“classroom parade” to celebrate their hard work!

® On Monday, November 24th, students who met the behavior criteria participated in our
November Expectations Celebration! The month’s festivities included a Thanksgiving
Scavenger Hunt (where students searched high and low for every turkey-themed clue),
a Turkey Trot (no actual turkeys were harmed—or raced), and some delicious Turkey
Treats. A huge shout-out to Mrs. Jodie Witzel, Mr. Bland, and Mr. Hiller for organizing
all the fun. Our students really gobbled it up... faster than a turkey can run on
Thanksgiving morning!

e On Tuesday, November 25th, our November Jordan Stars were announced during an
all-school assembly. The students selected consistently chose to Stop, Think, and Act
Responsibly throughout the month.

e Santa Claus returned to Jordan Elementary on Wednesday, December 3rd, to visit our
students. Jolly Old St. Nick posed with students during our Photos with Santa
fundraiser to support the Jordan Activity Fund, and he also joined us for Lunch with
Santa.

This special visit gave him the chance to interact with students and their families, share
conversations, and spread plenty of holiday cheer, Santa especially enjoyed making
meaningful connections with our students and visiting with the families who were able
to attend.

Thank you, Mr. Claus, for taking time out of your busy schedule to spend the day with
us! Thanks also to our official photographer, Mrs. Stroud, for taking our Santa pics
and to our wonderful cooks who prepared tunch and hot chocolate for everyone!

e “Santa’s Kottage” was open for business on December 3rd, 4th, and 5th. This event,
sponsored by the Jordan PTO, allowed students to inexpensively shop for Christmas
gifts for their families.

e Our Reading Rockets incentive program continues. Students must read 7 books and
complete required activities by Friday, December 12th. This program is designed to

promote reading, and students attend monthly rewards celebrations if they complete
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the requirements.

e On Friday, December 5th, our First Chapter Friday guest reader was Mrs. Beth
Hollenkamp, CCS Assistant Superintendent. She read Frindle by Andrew Clements.
Thank you, Mrs. Hollenkamp!

e QOur Sweep Team is currently administering the Fountas and Pinnell testing to all
students. This is used to determine a student’s independent and instructional reading
levels. It gives teachers the opportunity to observe student reading behaviors
one-on-ong, Students are also presently completing the iReady Diagnostic test #2.

® On December 4th, students began taking their second iReady Diagnostic Tests. These
tests provide valuable information to teachers, including sophisticated data and
actionable insights to help them address students' individual needs and support
meaningful progress.

e December SEL (Social Emotional Learning) lessons will be taught this week and will
focus on coping skills.

e On Friday, December 12th, we will have our December Expectations Celebration for
students who have met the behavior criteria for the month. This month’s theme is
“Lights, Camera, Christmas”, and students will be treated to a Christmas movie, “That
Christmas”, and a popcorn bar with flavored popcorn.

e A Christmas Spirit Week will be held during the week of December 15th through the
19th, Themed days will include Santa Hat Day, Shine Bright Day, Candy Cane Day,
Ugly Christmas Sweater Day, and Christmas Pajama Day.

e QOur Jordan Christmas Program in our new school gymnastum will be held on
Thursday, December 18th at 10:00 AM. This program is under the direction of Mrs.
Blair and will also be live-streamed on the district Facebook page.

Central:

e CMS classrooms celebrated Veteran’s Day with a myriad of classroom activities
acknowledging the sacrifices of our military.

e Ms, Reid and the P.E. department (Lambert and Denton) conducted marching drills
that are used in basic training exercises, during P.E. classes.

e (CMS students had their PBIS celebrations for those students who have managed to
keep 85% or more of their PBIS points for good conduct. The celebration included
snacks and a movie.

e Students participated in the Top Secret Book blast. Students had the opportunity to
earn books through a reading program. Prizes were awarded daily for targeted reading
goals. Students competed for three small treasure chests filled with cash and treats. In
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addition, 36 first day prize winners each received a box of selected toys and trinkets
and 42 additional students will receive their prizes on December 9th. Finally, an EPIC
treasure chest filled with several electronic devices was awarded to Shara Hartnell for
her outstanding participation throughout the Book Blast. All students enrolled in the
program will be entered for a chance to win a Disney vacation for a family of five. The
winner will be announced in June, 2026,

e Students continue to receive I-ready prizes during the weekly drawing for earning
I-ready bucks by meeting schoolwide standards during their lessons.

e The fall bookfair was a huge success and several CMS students had the chance to buy
books and book related items.

e CMS hosted their annual Family Reading night. 25 raffle bags were awarded and each
child was given 5-10 books to take home after enjoying cookies and juice and a book
read aloud.

e The annual Turkey hunt took place at CMS. Teams competed in different challenging
games in an effort to earn feathers for their Thanksgiving turkey.

CJHS:

e CJHS Black Light Dance: On November 7, CJHS students participated in their first
dance of the school year in the Jr. High Commons. Students danced to great music
provided by the DJ, Chad Gustafson. The dance was sponsored by the PBIS & several
teachers & staff members helped chaperone.

¢ Veterans Day Assembly: On November 10, CJHS had a special assembly honoring
our veterans. The CJHS Band & Choir both performed the “Star-Spangled Banner.” §*
grade ELA students wrote Veterans Day poems & seven students were picked to read
their poems at the assembly. Students drew Veterans Day posters in Mrs. Tina Bishop’s
class & five posters were presented. Students in Life Skills wrote Veterans Day cards
& presented them to the veterans who were in attendance. American Legion Post 446
presented the 13 Folds of the Flag and presented the colors. Mr. Boldt gave a speech
helping students understand why we take a day off of school for Veterans Day. He then
introduced the veterans who had been invited by the students & employees of the
CIHS.

¢ American Education Week: During the week of November 17-21, CIHS students &
staff participated in American Education Week, which highlighted the importance of
education.

o Monday: “Music Monday”
o Tuesday: “Tacky Tuesday”
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o Wednesday: “Wacky Weather Wednesday”
o Thursday: “Team Color Thursday”
o Friday: “Fancy Friday”

e Book Fair: During the week of November 17-21, CJHS provided a Book Fair in the
Library, thanks in large part to Mrs. Graham. A total of 186 books equaling more than
$4554.94 were sold at the fair.

¢ November Faculty Meeting: On November 12, teachers and paraprofessionals met as
a group in the library. Instructional coaches, Mrs. Burdin & Mrs. Miller, spoke to the
staff. Mr. Brendel went over discipline numbers & Mr. Boldt went over the latest
iReady numbers. Teachers met in their grade levels to discuss remediation plans for
students who are on the retention watch list and to select the November Tigers of the
Month.

¢ November Tigers of the Month: The following CITHS students were selected as the
November Tigers of the Month and were honored at the November 20th school-wide
assembly:

o 6™ Grade: Sophia Nguyen & Natalie Phillips
o 7™ Grade: Wyatt Mullenix & Anna Schmidt
o 8" Grade: Chase Raab & Hattie Blair

Teachers who volunteered at the assembly participated in a musical challenge as well as a
dance/musical chairs activity.

¢ November Discipline: There was a 16% decrease in behavior incidents in November
compared to October.

Nov. 2024 Nov. 2025 YTD 2024-25 YTD 2025-26
6th Grade 23 37 58 121
7th Grade 26 54 103 200
8th Grade 43 34 115 97
Total 92 125 276 418
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A EME
M 12:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to adjourn the meeting.

Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
Sue Williams, Board Secretary

APPROVED: %‘/‘24«-‘—-——

on Johnson, President
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Sue Williams, Board Secretary
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