Minutes of the regular meeting of the Centralia City Schools Board of Education,
District No. 135, Marion, Clinton, Jefferson and Washington Counties, Illinois, held
on Tuesday, November 04, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., in the Administration Bldg., 400
South Elm St., Centralia, IL 62801.

Members Present: Ron Johnson, Blake Griffin, Michael Middleton, Sue Williams,
and Derek Harlan

Members Absent: Renae Bauer and Greg Dodson

Also Present: Supt. Christina Becker, Beth Hollenkamp, Tony Marcum, Stephanie
Waggoner, Walter Gardner, Richard Boettcher, Rick Garrett, Bunny
Garrett, Bruce Krupp, and Rayland Young - most present for closed
session

Board President Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

MOTION #1:
It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Griffin to adjourn to closed session to
discuss personnel.

Adjourned to closed session at 6:01 p.m.
Reconvened to open session at 7:06 p.m.

MOTION #2:

It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Harlan to approve the consent agenda as
follows:

1. Approval of minutes of regular meeting held on Tuesday, October 14, 2025.
2. Approval of bills for 455,378.40.

3. Approval of November payroll.

MOTION #3:
It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Middleton to approve the Treasurer’s
Report. Motion carried.

RECOGNITION AND COMMENTS FROM EMPLOYEES AND PUBLIC

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORT
1. The Negotiation Committee met recently to start preparations for
negotiations later in the year. ‘
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CURRICULUM REPORT

Mrs. Elizabeth Hollenkamp reported that the After School Program is set to start this
month. Recent parent survey results were shared with building principals. Finally, the
district received a "commendable" designation from ISBE.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
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MOTION #4:
It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Middleton to approve the 2025
Tentative Tax Levies, to be adopted December 09, 2025. Motion carried.

MOTION #35: :
It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Harlan to approve Sophia Schossler
as Color Guard volunteer. Motion carried.

MOTION #é6:
It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Griffin to approve Kal.eah Again,
Samantha Cato, and Shiloh Meadows as volleyball volunteers. Motion carried.

MOTION #7:
It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Harlan to approve the dismissal of
Walter Gardner, paraprofessional. Motion carried.

MOTION #8:

It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Harlan to approve adjusting the
Leave of Absence for Amanda Barbee to a new start date of January 06, 2026.
Motion carried.

MOTION #9:
It was moved by Williams and seconded by Griffin to accept the resignation of
Ulysses Dry, Bus Driver. Motion carried.

MOTION #10:

It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Harlan to approve the authorization
by our Board of Education to complete the School Maintenance Project Grant
Application and identify the local funds to meet the local match requirement.
Motion carried.

11/04/2025



SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

1. Parent-Teacher Conference Report - 99% of parents met with teachers either in

person or by other means. ’

2. Building Celebrations
3. Other

Schiller:

Kindergarten teachers have completed the required KIDS data for the state.

Schiller School hosted a family night for our students and families. Taco Joe's
sponsored The Magic House of St. Louis to come to Schiller School, where they set up
centers for Hispanic Heritage month. Students completed hands-on activities and art
projects they could take home, and enjoyed a reading in Spanish from our very own
Ms. Reid.

Students and staff participated in the Great America Shake Out on October 16th. We
talked about what to do during an earthquake and how to take cover.

The end of the 1st quarter came quickly! Teachers completed parent-teacher
conferences with 100% attendance!

Title I surveys were completed by parents. We received a lot of positive feedback and
praise from our parents as well as a couple of suggestions that have already been put in
place.

Students and staff participated in Red Ribbon Week. From wearing red, pajamas, and
crazy socks, the students enjoyed the many ways and reasons to Say No to Drugs!
Students enjoyed small surprises everyday that included: Just Say No lollipops, red
bracelets, red ribbons, and participated in a coloring contest.

Bayer sent an awesome Halloween safety presentation for our students to teach how to
be safe while out trick or treating. Each student was also treated to a bag of goodies to
take home.

Spooktacular was a great success as students and their families dressed up and
trick-or-treated around the parking lot at Schiller School. Staff went all out, dressing
up in costumes, and welcomed our students with yummy treats.

Wagner Portraits came and did retake pictures with our students and staff. They also
went around to take candid pictures for our upcoming yearbook. They were very
professional and timely.

Halloween classroom parties were held and boy did the parents provide all the things!
We did our job of sugaring them up and sending them home!
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Jordan:

Our 3rd-grade students displayed their creativity by working with their families to
design book character pumpkins—a fun and festive way to celebrate literacy and a
love for reading. Each pumpkin was truly a work of art!

Students participated in Fountas and Pinnell testing, administered by our Sweep Team,
on October 6th-23rd. This testing helps teachers identify each student’s independent,
instructional, and hard reading levels to better inform targeted and effective instruction
Students and staff participated in the Great American Shakeout on Thursday, October
16th. At 10:16 AM, a severe weather drill took place.

First Chapter Fridays continue to take place in 3rd-grade classrooms. On Friday,
October 17th, Ms. Kasten, Mental Health Support, introduced students to the book
“The Jumbies” by Tracey Baptiste.

The 3rd-grade students who did not lose a single Dojo point during the entire 1st
quarter were celebrated and received certificates on Monday, October 20th.

This month's SEL lesson at Jordan School focused on the theme “Soaring Above
Bullying.” Students learned about the different types of bullying: cyberbullying,
physical bullying, and verbal bullying. They discussed whom they can talk to if they
ever experience or witness bullying at school or at home. To wrap up the lesson,
students created colorful kites with positive messages about kindness and friendship,
reminding everyone to be a buddy, not a bully!

Red Ribbon Week was celebrated during the weck of October 20th through Friday,
October 24th. District-wide events for each day were planned and included “REDy to
Live a Drug-Free Life!”, “Your Future Is Bright”, and “PAW-sitively Drug Free”.
Jordan had a school-specific “Say Boo to Drugs” day where students wore Halloween
costumes, participated in a costume parade, and celebrated with classroom parties.
Our annual Title I “Halloween Spooktacular” was held on Tuesday, October 21st, and
was a huge success! Over 400 people were in attendance for this event! A special
thank you to the Jordan PTO, SSM Sleep Center, Tri Chi ‘27, faculty/staff, and parents
who helped to make this event so special for our students and their families!
Halloween Keepsake Photos were taken on Wednesday, October 22nd, while students
were in their Halloween costumes. All proceeds went to the Jordan Elementary School
Activity Fund.

Parent-Teacher Conferences were held on Thursday, October 23rd, after school and in
the evening, and on Friday, October 24th, in the morning. 100% of our parents
participated in conferences.
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e A “Jordan Stars” all-school assembly was held on Thursday, October 30th. One student
is selected monthly in each of our classrooms. Students who were selected received a
“Jordan Star” t-shirt, a “Jordan Stars” certificate, a free Ranger meal from Texas
Roadhouse, and a coupon for a free kids’ meal at Wendy's.

e On Friday, October 31st, students who met the behavior criteria for October enjoyed
our Expectations Celebration: Camp Jordan! Mr. Bland and former district
superintendent Mr. Clark led the fun with campfire songs and silly jokes. Students also
enjoyed S’mores treats and took a flashlight home! The celebration took place in the
lobby of our new Jordan Activity Center — what a great way to wrap up the month!

o Students participated in our last required fire drill of the school year on Monday,
November 3rd. All required school safety drills have been completed for the school
year.

e Congratulations to 3rd-grade student Rowan, who received 1st place overall in the
Centralia Fire Department’s annual Fire Safety Poster Contest. On Monday, November
3rd, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners were awarded in each classroom and were invited
to attend a pizza party hosted by the fire department.

e Our “Reading Buddies” program continues weekly. Volunteers read to students during
our lunch periods. This program allows students to be paired up with an adult or older
student and take turns reading to one another. It allows for authentic reading practice
and a model of fluent reading. This program is organized by Mrs. Jodie Witzel, Title I
teacher.

® Qur Jordan Activewear Fundraiser runs through Monday, November 10th! Back by
popular demand 1s our Jordan Elementary logo design, plus an exciting new Jordan
Elementary Bobcats design! These items will arrive before Christmas break, making
them perfect holiday gifts. Ordering is easy! All proceeds support the Jordan Activity
Fund, which benefits both students and teachers throughout the school year. Thank you
for supporting our school community

e The Jordan Elementary School Title I Program will be hosting our annual “Reindeer
Games Night” on Thursday, November 20th, from 6:00-7:00 PM. This event is a great
opportunity for us to connect with parents and build a sense of community. It is also a
great opportunity for parents to spend quality time with their children. A Scholastic
Book Fair, sponsored by the Jordan PTO, will also be held on Monday, November
17th, through Thursday, November 20th,

e Santa will be returning to Jordan Elementary School on Tuesday, December 2nd.
Photos with Santa will be taken as an Activity Fund fundraiser, Mr. Claus will visit
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classrooms, and Jolly Old St. Nick will dine with students and parents during our
“Lunch with Santa” family event before departing for the North Pole.

Central;

10/2: Custodian Appreciation Day was observed at CMS. Our custodians were
presented with a gift to thank them for their hard work and dedication to supposting the
nfrastructure at CMS

10/8: Breakfast with your favorite adults was a huge success at CMS. We provided
breakfast for 111 families and their students. A great time was observed by all.

10/10: Picture retakes for any students who were absent during the fall photos. Fall
team pictures were taken at this time as well.

10/16: CMS students participated in the GREAT SHAKEOUT (this is our annual
Earthquake drill). In addition, students also participated in their annual tornado drill.
All students did an excellent job of fulfilling their responsibilities.

10/17: This marked the end of the first quarter. Students who had earned the PBIS
celebration enjoyed a movie and snack in their classroom. Students must maintain 85%
of their points for the grading cycle to be eligible to attend.

10/20: CMS students operated on the Early Dismissal Schedule. Classrooms rotated to
review CMS expectations for good conduct in six spaces (hallway, restroom,
classroom, cafeteria, playground, and buses). The goal is to continue to remind our
students at the onset of each grading cycle and help them to enter each grading cycle
with the tools for success.

10/21: The Centralia fire department came to allow all fourth grade students an
opportunity to experience the smokehouse. This exercise is to prepare students for a
safe exit from their home in the unlikely event of a fire.

10/23: Students took part in the second of three scheduled fire drills. Students and
teachers successfully completed the drill and all necessary protocols and procedures
were followed appropriately.

10/20-10/23: Students at CMS participated in Red Ribbon Week. This initiative is to
encourage students to remain drug free. Each day offered a special dress up. Monday,
wear red and your favorite pair of boots (give drugs the boot). Tuesday, wear your
favorite work out gear (being drug-free is no sweat). Wednesday, crazy sock day (sock
it to drugs). Thursday, school spirit day (wear purple to show your school spirit,
PAWsitively drug free). CMS students did a great job representing each dress up day.
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e 1(/23-10/24: Annual Parent/Teacher conferences took place. Families were invited to

fill out the QR code and complete the title 1 survey.

10/30: CMS Cub of the Month Luncheon honors 12 4th and 5th grade students and
their guests to a Pizza party. The purpose of the recognition luncheon is to show
appreciation to our students who go above and beyond to follow CMS expectations,
daily.

10/31: All CMS students enjoyed a classroom party. The idea is to allow students to
take a quick afternoon break and enjoy treats and fellowship with their peers.

CJHS:

Red Ribbon Week: During the week of October 20-23, CJHS students & staff
participated in Red Ribbon Week, which highlighted the importance of living a
drug-free life.

o Monday: Give Drugs the Boot Day!

o Tuesday: Being Drug-Free Is No Sweat!

o Wednesday: Sock It To Drugs!

o Thursday: Paws-Itively Drug Free

Parent-Teacher Conferences: On October 23-24, CJHS conducted Parent-Teacher
Conferences. A make-up date was provided on October 29. 97.1% of our students’
parents/guardians were reached during the conferences.

October Faculty Meeting: On October 8, teachers and paraprofessionals met as a
group in the library. Mr. Brendel went over PBIS information and behavior data. Mr.
Boldt addressed the upcoming changes to Rtl. Teachers met in their grade levels to
select the October Tigers of the Month.

Picture Retake Day: Wagner Portrait Group came to CJHS to take pictures for
student-retakes, athletic teams, & clubs on October 10.

8% Grade Testing: Centralia High School conducted the 8" grade testing at CJTHS on
the morning of October 21.

Second Fire Drill: CJHS students completed their second fire drill of the school year
on October 23. Students and staff were evacuated quickly and efficiently.

Tornado Drill: CJHS students completed the required Tornado Drill on October 29.
Students & staff moved to their assigned places quickly & efficiently.
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¢ iReady Testing: CJHS students completed their Individual Lesson Path on October 31
through iReady. Beginning in November, students will receive additional instruction
based on their iReady scores in specific Math & ELA domains.

¢ Tigers of the Month: The following CJHS students were selected as the October
Tigers of the Month and were honored at the October 31 school-wide assembly:

o 6™ Grade: Hadley Hixson, Emry Arnold
o 7™ Grade: Emily Chavez, Jayson Overall
o 8" Grade: Kiara Cruz, Brooklynn Stebbins

o Boys’ & Girls’ Cross Country: The boys” & girls’ cross country teams were also
honored at the October assembly. Awards were given to certain players based on their
achievements.

e Boys’ & Girls’ Basketball: The boys’ and girls’ basketball teams have both started
their seasons. The boys finished with two wins and two losses at the Wesclin
Tournament, October 27-30,

¢ October Discipline:
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Oct. 2024 Oct. 2025 YTD 2024-25 YTD 2025-26
6th Grade 16 46 35 84
7th Grade 33 67 77 145
8th Grade 43 33 72 63
Total 92 146 184 293
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Harlan to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

MOTION # 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
JOHNSON YYYYYYYYYYY
WILLIAMS YYYYYYYYYYY
HARILAN YYYYYYYYYYY
BAUER R
MIDDLETON Y YY Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y
DODSON e e T
GRIFFIN YYYYYYYYYYY

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
Derek Harlan, Board Secretary

D
APPROVED: g/«*w@ré;\.w

R“Rdn Johnson, President
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Sue Williams, Board Secretary
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