Minutes of the regular meeting of the Centralia City Schools Board of Education,
District No. 135, Marion, Clinton, Jefferson and Washington Counties, Illinois, held
on Tuesday, October 14, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., in the Administration Bldg., 400 South
Elm St., Centralia, IL 62801.

Members Present: Ron Johnson, Blake Griffin, Michael Middleton, Greg Dodson,
Derek Harlan, and Renae Bauer

Members Absent: Blake Griffin

Also Present: Supt. Christina Becker, Beth Hollenkamp, Austin Williams,
Timothia Reid, and Jordan Haarmann -~ AGE

Board President Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
Renae Bauer arrived at 6:03 p.m.

Greg Dodson arrived at 6:18 p.m.

MOTION #1:

It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Griffin to adjourn to closed session to
discuss employment, compensation of specific personnel, and the purchase or lease
of real property for the use of the public body.

Adjourned to closed session at 6:01 p.m.
Reconvened to open session at 6:49 p.m.

MOTION #2:

1t was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to approve the consent agenda
as follows:

1. Approval of minutes of regular meeting held on Tuesday, September 09, 2023,
2. Approval of bills for 675,080.72.

3. Approval of October payroll.

4 Approval of returning annual income of Centralia City Schools Endowment

FFund to the Centralia City Schools Endowment Fund.
5. Approval of out-of-district trips:
a. SOAR to Kaskaskia College on October 22, 2025
b. CJHS students (Holland’s class) to Marlow’s Pumpkin Patch on
October 22, 2025.
c. Honors Club to Springfield, IL, on March 31, 2026.
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MOTION #3:
It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Dodson to approve the Treasurer’s Report.
Motion carried.

RECOGNITION AND COMMENTS FROM EMPLOYEES AND PUBLIC
1. Mr. Rob Weilt from AGE presented information on electrical supply contracts.
Jordan Haarmann presented updated rates for natural gas. Recommendation
was 48 months, fixed with 100% swing, which would be $0.586. The Board
discussed the different options, eventually agreeing to a 2 year contract.

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORT

CURRICULUM REPORT

Mrs. Elizabeth Hollenkamp reported that ROE opened an instructional coaching
program and our coaches are meeting with them to help with math. Baseline data
being gathered about writing in all grades. They are also looking at RTT across the
district.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

MOTION #4:

It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Dodson to approve Gas Supply
Contract renewal on new gas supply agreement with bids facilitated by AGE at
24 months fixed rate with 100 % swing at $0.578. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

MOTION #5:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to approve the employee
in-district travel allowance. Motion carried.

MOTION #6:
It was moved by Harlan and seconded by Bauer to employ Cedric Wester as CTHS
Vocal Music Director (Jr. High Chorus). Motion carried.

MOTION #7.
It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Dodson to employ Shaina Hocking as
Homebound Teacher. Motion carried.

MOTION #8:

It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to employ Kellie Linder as
Homebound Teacher. Motion carried.
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MOTION #9:
It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Bauer to employ Kelli Rightnowar

Jackson as Individual Paraprofessional. Motion carried.

MOTION #10:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to employ Hichole Hixson as
Girls 7th grade basketball coach at CJHS. Motion carried.

MOTION #11:

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Griffin to accept the Intent to Retire
Letter from Mrs. Diane Rush, Schiller School Secretary, at the end of the
2025-2026 school year. Motion carried.

MOTION #12:
It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Middleton to approve the FMLA request
from employee #00155. Motion carried.

MOTION #13:
It was moved by Harlan and seconded by Bauer to approve a maternity leave
request for Employee #1775. Motion carried.

MOTION #14:

It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Harlan to approve a Request for Leave of
Absence for Eric Hocking from January 05, 2026, through April 24, 2026, Motion
carried.

MOTION #15;

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Griffin to approve a Request for leave
of Absence for Dray Sodsaikitch from January 12, 2026, through May 1, 2026.
Motion carried.

MOTION #16:
It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to approve Kailynn

Weatherspoon as cheerleading volunteer. Motion carried.

MOTION #17:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Griffin to approve the updated Risk
Management Plan. Motion carried.
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TE ‘SRE T

1. Building Celebrations
2. Other

Schiller:

Schiller School finished its first fundraiser of the year with Krispy Kreme doughnuts,
The students sold 1,158 dozen doughnuts! This made it possible to take the whole
student body to Marlow's Pumpkin Patch for a fun-filled field trip that included
picking their own pumpkin to bring home.

Students and staff had a wonderful experience with our new photographers, Wagner
Portraits. Their staff were very patient with students (and staff) and took great pictures.
The turnaround time was very quick, and ordering was easy for parents.

Staff worked together on their in-service day to make working agreements so meetings
are the most productive, as well as grade-level goals. We are working together as a
school to make sure our goals are met and each student succeeds. This includes not just
the classroom teachers but the aides, custodians, PE/STEAM teachers, secretary,
mental health support personnel, and everyone who comes in contact with our
students. They are OUR students.

Parents were invited to a Room Parents' Tea to organize and plan for upcoming
classroom parties.

Students did a great job during their bus evacuation drills. They listened well and were
able to evacuate quickly and orderly.

F&P testing has started, and it 1s exciting to see the growth of our students already in
their reading levels. Ms. Marshall is going to have to order A LOT of stickers this year
for students who move up levels!

Fire Prevention Week was kicked off by the Centralia Fire Department and Sparky
visiting the school to teach us about fire safety. The students enjoyed the presentation
and the awesome singing!

The students enjoyed themselves as we took our first trip to the pumpkin patch.
Marlow's hosted us again, and it was completely free for our students due to the
outstanding fundraising job they did. Each student picked their own pumpkin to bring
home and enjoyed a picnic lunch.
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Jordan:

Our “Reading Buddies” program recently kicked off. CTHS SOAR students read with
our students during lunch periods. This program pairs each child with an older student,
allowing them to take turns reading together. It provides authentic reading practice and
models fluent reading. The program is organized by Mrs. Jodie Witzel, Title I teacher.
The Jordan PTO held its first meeting of the school year on Tuesday, September

10th. We had a great turnout with many parents and tcachers in attendance. The

group focused on planning upcoming events, including Scholastic Book Fairs,

Santa’s Kottage, and our annual Spring Fling.

All teachers completed the Satchel Pulse Screener. This tool allows teachers to rate
students on social-emotional needs, helping our Mental Health Team identify students
who may benefit from additional support.

Students participated in a required law enforcement drill on Monday, September 15th.

* Before the drill, students watched the Stop! Look! Listen! safety video and practiced

safety procedures. The drill was led by Mr. Bland, Ms. Leadingham, our SRO, and Mr,
Dukes.

Wagner Photography took fall portraits on Wednesday, September [7th.

Our Mental Support team presented their monthly SEL lessons on Thursday,
September 18th, and Thursday, September 25th. Students explored different emotions
and learned strategies to help calm down when they feel angry or upset. They had fun
practicing exercises like yoga with a salamander, stretching, breathing techniques,
counting, squeezing "lemons," and imagining their feet in the mud. These activities
provide students with tools to manage big feelings in healthy ways.

To celebrate the first week of fall, students enjoyed a Fall Spirit Week, Monday,
September 22nd - Friday, September 26th, featuring themed dress-up days. The week
concluded with a Fall Field Day coordinated by physical education teacher Mr. Cody
Hiller. Students competed in events such as the sprint, frisbee throw, softball throw,
free throw shot, two-foot leap, and the always-popular classroom Tug of War, Winners
earned ribbons, and each grade level crowned a Tug of War Class Champion, complete
with a trophy!

As part of Fall Festival Week, students wrote what they are thankful for on colorful
leaves at the request of Mr. Bland. Thanks to Ms. Carlie and Nurse Trisha, those leaves
now decorate our “Thankful Tree” in the main hallway.
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e Centralia High School FFA visited 3rd-grade classrooms on Tuesday, September 23rd,
and discussed apples. Students learned about apples, made an applecopter, and
received an apple to eat.

e First-quarter midterm reports were sent home with students on Wednesday, September
24th.

e Required bus evacuation drills were conducted on Thursday, September 25th, Our
transportation team reviewed safe bus-riding practices with all students.

& Mr. Bob Tarter presented his Animalogy show on Tuesday, September 30th. Students
were fascinated by animal facts, behaviors, and adaptations from creatures such as the
Sun Conure Parrot, Hedgehog, Mega Bat, Corn Snake, and Black & White Tegu. This
event was funded by the Jordan PTO.

e Qur Jordan Stars assembly was held on Tuesday, September 30th. These amazing
students were recognized for outstanding behavior and for living out our Star Student
Motto: Stop, Think, Act Responsibly. Each honoree received a certificate, a t-shirt, a
free meal from Wendy’s, and a Ranger Meal from Texas Roadhouse.

e On Wednesday, October 1st, we proudly celebrated School Custodian Day by honoring
M. Richard Boeticher and Mr. Phil Isaiah. These two gentlemen work tirelessly to
keep our school safe, clean, and welcoming for everyone.

¢ To honor students who demonstrated excellent behavior during September—and to
celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month—our monthly Expectations Celebration was a
Fiesta Mexicana! Students enjoyed chips, salsa, and cheese, received festive maracas,
and joined in the Mexican Hat Dance. Thank you to Mrs, Jodie Witzel and Mrs.
Annette Nattier for organizing this fun event!

¢ On Thursday, October 3rd, FFA students from Centralia High School presented a
lesson on apples to 3rd-grade students. They also made applecopters with the students,
and each student was given an apple.

¢ During Fire Prevention Week (Monday, October 6th - Friday, October 10th), students
participated in a variety of activities to promote fire safety. Third graders created fire
prevention posters and toured the Fire Safety House. Second graders attended a fire
safety assembly featuring Patches the Fire Dog. The week concluded with a
schoolwide fire drill conducted by the Centralia Fire Department,

¢ On Thursday, October 9th, Abbey Walsh from Ag in the Classroom visited our
2nd-grade classrooms to present a lesson on pizza and its ingredients. Students learned
how each ingredient originates from the farm and how these products come together to
make one of their favorite foods.
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Red Ribbon Week will be celebrated from Monday, October 20th, through Friday,
October 24th. District-wide themes include “RED-y to Live a Drug-Free Life,” “Your
Future Is Bright,” and “PAW-sitively Drug Free.” Jordan Elementary will also host
“Say BOO to Drugs” Day, where students may wear Halloween costumes, participate
in a costume parade, and enjoy classroom parties.

Our annual Title I Halloween Spooktacular will take place on Tuesday, October 21st,
from 6:00 to 6:30 PM around our circle drive. Join us for a safe and fun trick-or-treat
night!.

Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, October 23rd, and Friday,
October 24th,

The 3rd grade has introduced First Chapter Fridays. Guest readers visit classrooms to
read the first chapter of a book, inspiring students to explore new stories. So far, Mrs
Jodie Witzel, Mrs. Beth Hollenkamp, Mr. Craig Bland, and Mrs. Patty Donoho have
been featured readers.

Our Reading Rockets program has been a great success. Students are reading more at
home and getting excited to share the books with others. They are practicing skills
such as reading and writing independently with correct grammar and punctuation. We
are currently halfway to our goal for October.

Central:

Teachers participated in an in-service training at Jordan school. Attorney Brandon
Wright provided information on special education and special education services.
Ameren presented to our fifth grade students about energy conservation. The students
participated in many interactive activities. Each student received a goody bag that
contained many items that might help homeowners conserve energy in their homes.
CMS students participated in a bus evacuation drill. Students learned how to quickly
and efficiently exit the bus in the event of an emergency.

The first quarter mid-term PBIS celebration was recess and a popsicle party. All
students who managed to secure 85% or more of their points were invited to
participate.

At the beginning of the mid-quarter grading period students reviewed the R2S2
(responsibility, respect, safety, self-control) in an afternoon rotation. Students are
reminded daily about practicing good conduct in six specific areas (hallway, restroom,
cafeteria, hallway, classroom, and playground).

10/14/2025



September 15th marked the beginning of Hispanic Heritage Month. Each morning
students are invited to listen to Hispanic music that is played over the intercom.
CMS held their first Cub of the Month luncheon to celebrate one student in each
classroom who has modeled exemplary conduct. Each child was permitted to invite a
guest to a pizza party held during their assigned lunch period.

CJHS:

A.L.I.C.E Training: CJHS students took part in A.L.I.C.E. (Alert, Lockdown, Inform,
Counter, Evacuate) Training on September 11. The training addressed what students
and staff need to know and do in the event that a violent intruder enters the school
building. This training was immediately followed by an intruder drill. Local law
enforcement and K-9 units were present during the drill.
World Strides Meeting: Parents and students met in the CJHS Library on the evening
of September 11 to listen to Mr. Boldt give a presentation on the upcoming World
Strides 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C. in May. A total of 16 students registered for
the 3-day, 2- night trip.
Teacher In-Service: Teachers and staff met as a district at Jordan School on the
morning of September 12 to listen to Brian Schwartz speak on Special Education law.
During the afternoon, Mr. Boldt met with the Math and ELA departments, Mr. Brendel
met with the PBIS team, and Don Ford met with teachers who needed extra Skyward
training. First Fire Drill: CJHS students completed their first fire drill of the school
year on September 24. Students and staff were evacuated quickly and efficiently. The
local fire department was present during the drill. iRead
Testing: CJHS students completed their first iReady diagnostic testing. This testing
provides us data and guidelines for where each of our students are performing The
second diagnostic will take place in December, In the meantime, students will receive
extra support in their deficits during RtI time, Mrs, Sanders, Mrs. Schwartz, and Mr.
Hocking were selected by Mr. Boldt to create an Rt Team for the 2025-2026 school
year. They will meet monthly.
September Faculty Meeting: On September 10, teachers and paraprofessionals met as
a group in the library. Mr. Brendel went over PBIS information and behavior data. Mr.
Boldt addressed writing expectations. And teachers met in their grade levels to select
the September Tigers of the Month.
Tigers of the Month: The following CJHS students were selected as the September
Tigers of the Month and were honored at the September 26 school-wide assembly:

o 6th Grade: Chyna Simms, Ben Houser
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o 7th Grade: Erin Puterbaugh, Isaiah Wooters, Kylin Grant
o 8th Grade: Caylee Beazley, Ethan Bailey
The baseball & softball teams were also honored at the September 26 assembly.
Awards were given to certain players based on their achievements.

e September Discipline: Overall discipline numbers were up compared to last year at

this time:
Sept. 2024 Sept. 2025 YTD 2024-25 YTD 2025-26

6th Grade 17 36 19 38

Tth Grade 28 72 44 79

8th Grade 22 29 29 30

Total 67 137 92 147
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOTION #18:

It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Griffin to adjourn the meeting.

Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m.
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RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
Derek Harlan, Board Secretary
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‘ RonJohnson, President

Derek Harlan, Board Secretary



