Minutes of the regular meeting of the Centralia City Schools Board of Education,
District No. 135, Marion, Clinton, Jefferson and Washington Counties, Illinois, held
on Tuesday, April 9, 2025 at 6:00 p.m., in the Administration Bldg., 400 South Elm
St., Centralia, IL 62801.

Members Present: Ron Johnson, Sue Williams, Mike Middleton, Renae Bauer,
Derek Harlan and Blake Griffin

Members Absent: Greg Dodson

Also Present: Supt. Craig E. Clark, Christina Becker, Craig Bland,
and Austin Williams

Board President Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

MOTION #1:
It was moved by Harlan and seconded by Griffin to adjourn to closed session to
discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or
dismissal of specific employees, and a student disciplinary case.

Adjourned to closed session at 6:04 p.m.

Reconvened to open session at 7:05 p.m.

MOTION #2:
It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Griffin to approve the consent agenda as
follows:

1. Approval of Minutes of regular meeting held on Tuesday, March 11,
2025. |

2. Approval of bills for $1,155,988.92

3. Approval of April payroll.

4, Approval of the Superintendent of Schools to prepare an Amended School

District Budget for the 2024-2025 fiscal year, with the Hearing for sald budget to be

set for the Board Meeting on June 10, 2025, if necessary.

5. Approval of the disposal of surplus technology equipment.

5. Approval of out-of-district trips:

CJHS Honors Club to Springfield, IL on April 14, 2025

Special Olympics at McLeansboro, IL on May 2, 2025

CJHS PBIS to Urban Air in Fairview Heights, IL on May 5, 2025

Robotics to Escape from St. Louis Escape room on May 23, 2025 in

St. Louis.

e. CJHS 8th Graders to Washington D.C. with World Strides on May
12-14, 2025,
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MOTION #3:
It was moved by Harlan and seconded by Middleton to approve the Treasurer's
Report. Motion carried.

RECOGNITION AND COMMENTS FROM EMPLOYEES AND PUBLIC

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORT

CURRICUTLUM REPORT

Mr. Bland gave an overview of Jordan School. He provided demographic
information as well as having staff explain the Balanced Literacy program, math
curriculum, and social emotional learning. Monthly RTI meetings were described,
along with mental health support provided to students, Expectation celebrations are
held monthly to reward appropriate conduct, and there are other programs to encourage
this. Mr. Bland also described numerous special programs being held at Jordan School.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

INE

MOTION #4:

It was moved by Harlan and seconded by Griffin to accept the resignation of
Brenna Collins as Schiller Speech Pathologist. Motion carried.

MOTION #5:
It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to accept the resignation of
Leslie Wall as CJTHS Choir Director. Motion carried.

MOTION #6:
It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Bauer to approve the hiring of Rita Poore
as 5th Grade Physical Education Teacher for the 2025-2026. Motion carried.

MOTION #7:

It was moved by Williams and seconded by Harlan to approve the hiring of Alyssa
Hutton as CJIS 6th Grade Physical Education Teacher for the 2025-2026.

Motion carried.

MOTION #8:

It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to approve the hiring of
Hannah Harmon as Schiller school Kindergarten Teacher for the 2025-2026 school
year. Motion carried.
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MOTION #9:
It was moved by Harlan and seconded by Middleton to approve the hiring of
Christine Hollenkamp as Jordan School Special. Motion carried.

MOTION #10:

It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Harlan to approve the hiring of Bessie
Koher as Central Middle School Cook for the 2025-2026 school year.

Motion carried.

MOTION #11:

It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to approve the hiring of Teresa
Hutchinson as CJHS Yearbook Sponsor for the 2025-2026 school year.
Motion carried.

I 12
It was moved by Middleton and seconded by Bauer to approve the FMLA request
from employee #1670. Motion carried.

MOTION #13:

It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Middleton to approve the changing of the
May regular Board meeting date from May 13, 2025 to May 6, 2025.

Motion catried. '

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
1. Building Celebrations
2. Other

Schiller;

e Mama Katambwa came for an assembly here at Schiller School. She is a retired
English teacher from Belleville who travels and does storytelling with students. We
are so lucky to hear her stories here at Schiller!

e Students and families came out for a fun family night at Schiller Night Museum.
Students showcased the projects they worked on for the month in the gym. Visitors
were able to visit each project and learn about the famous hero each classroom studied
for the month of February for Black History Month.

e Our sweep team completed F&P testing, and our students really grew this quarter! It is
always exciting to see how well they are doing. Thank you to our sweep team for all
of their hard work.

o Students talked about weather safety and practiced a tornado drill. They all were able
to take cover quickly and safely.
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Mrs. Sander's classroom won a pizza party for raising the most money in our Penny
War, Funds are being saved for a book vending machine for our students.

Our school camnival was a great success!!! We were very lucky to have Mr. Morris and
the SOAR students from CMS and CJHS come help run the games for us. Students
and families enjoyed carnival games, a jump house, food, and the famous cake walk!
Students enjoyed shopping the Scholastic Book Fair. There were many choices, and
we tripled our sales!

Jordan;

On Friday, March 14th, our annual “Don’t Sweat the IAR” assembly was held
featuring the CHS cheerleaders. 3rd-grade students were honored and encouraged to
“do their best” on their state tests.

Our 3rd-grade students took the [llinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) during the
week of March 17th through the 21st, assessing their mastery of the Illinois Learning
Standards in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics.

3rd-grade students who did not lose a single Dojo point during the 3rd quarter were
honored during an assembly on Thursday, March 20th.

On Friday, March 21st, Mrs. Moore’s 3rd-grade class participated in Camp
Read-A-Lot along with Ms. McMillan’s 3rd-grade class. Mrs. Moore read, “Camping
Spree with Mr. MaGee”, students read with a buddy using a flashlight, ate S’mores,
and colored a bookmark.

On Friday, March 21st, students in Mrs. Becker’s 2nd-grade classroom and Mrs.
Barnfield’s 3rd-grade classroom were treated to a pizza party, compliments of Mr.
Bland. These classrooms collected the most pennies during our recent “Pennies for
Lincoln” penny drive.

Mrs. Stroud was awarded an Illinois Agriculture in the Classroom Grant. The grant
was written to correspond with the 2nd grade shared reading story, A Beetle is Shy. by
Dianna Hutts. Students will explore all aspects of beetles by focusing on the nonfiction
text.

On March 18th and 25th, our SEL team presented their monthly lesson to students on
self-confidence. Students created t-shirts that represented their uniqueness.
“Starbooks Coffee” had a grand opening event in the 3rd grade on Thursday, March
27th. Students who reached their independent reading goal for the Tower of Books
Challenge were invited to attend. Students enjoyed a snack station featuring a drink of
their choice and muffins, working to find context clues, a book tasting, vocabulary
review, and were able to “expresso yourself” by decorating a cup inspired by their
favorite book. Students had a wonderful time learning.

On Friday, March 28th, our “IAR Rewards” assembly was held and spotlighted our 3rd
grade students who put forth good effort and had a positive attitude during IAR
testing. These students had their names entered into a drawing for a wide range of
prizes, including a girl’s and a boy’s bike.
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e On Friday, March 28th, Jordan Elementary School students attended a performance of
“The Science of Magic.” This show took students on a rare, never-before-seen journey
“behind the scenes” of the magic world. This show was part of the Centralia Cultural
Society’s “Arts in Education” program, which Mr. Bland helps to organize each school
year. Mrs. M. Witzel participated in the show and was lifted into the air by the
magician. Thanks to the Jordan PTO for covering the cost of busing our students to
attend.

e Our monthly “Expectations Celebration” was held on Monday, March 31st. The theme
of this event was “Proud to be a Bobcat”. Students who met the behavior expectations
were encouraged to wear Jordan spirit wear or green and were treated to a movie,
“Space Jam”, and popcorn in our new gym.

e On Tuesday, April 1st, our monthly “Jordan Stars” assembly was held, honoring a
student from each of our classrooms., Students received a certificate, a free meal
certificate from Wendy’s, and a Jordan Rockstar t-shirt.

e On Friday, April 4th, a glow party was hosted by the American Heart Association for
students who participated in our recent Kids Heart Challenge. Students raised
$1,894.75 for the American Heart Association. This amount was $300 more than what
was raised last school year. Mrs. Jourdan and Mrs. Osborne sponsored this program.

¢ Dr. Science continues to send students weekly packages containing science
experiments to 2nd-grade students in Mrs. Miller’s and Mrs. Stroud’s classrooms.

e Our Jordan Elementary School letters over our main entrance will be illuminated in
blue in observance of Child Abuse Prevention month during April.

o Mrs. Witzel’s 2nd-grade class, 2nd-grade students from Ms. Wysocki’s class, and Ms.
Knox’s class will participate in swim lessons at the Centralia Recreation Complex in
April

¢ Rtl math interventions continue to be implemented by Mrs. J. Witzel in reading and by
Mr. Krutsinger, Mrs, Blair, and Ms. Issak in math,

e Girls on the Run continues to meet on Mondays and Thursdays at Jordan Elementary
School. This program encourages girls to develop self-respect and healthy lifestyles
through dynamic, interactive lessons and running games, culminating in a celebratory
5k run. Instructional coach, Mrs. Laurie Miller, coaches this program. This year, 26
girls are participating in grades 3-5, which is at full capacity for the program, along
with 5 returning participants who will be serving as junior coaches.

e Our annual “Title 1 Family Fine Arts Festival” will be held on Thursday, April 24th,
and will include our “Jordan’s Got Talent” show at 6:00 PM in the new school gym,
student art galleries in our hallways, and a Scholastic Book Fair in the lobby of the
new gym.

Our “ZYX Countdown” to the end of the school year will begin on Wednesday, April
16th. Each day will have a specific theme as we count down. We will begin with “Z
(Zoom) Day”
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CMS:

March 1st: CMS students participated in a weeklong canned food drive for the
Centralia High School Honor Society. Our cubs were able to provide one item of food
for every student in attendance. This was a competition based on food items donated
and student population.

March 1st: Marked the first day of Women’s History month. Each day, students were
provided with trivia about an important female figure who contributed to the history of
the United States.

March 7th: CMS had their second annual Science Fair. Each grade level was awarded
first through third place ribbons. Special recognition to our judges who donated their
time and effort to grade these wonderful projects.

March 14th: This ended the quarter and students participated in their PBIS
celebrations. Students who earned 85% or higher on their points sheet were invited to a
movie, snacks, and extra recess on the playground.

March 17th: CMS students reviewed their R2S2 (respect, responsibility, safe, and
self-control) for appropriate behavior in the hallway, cafeteria, bus, playground,
classroom, and restrooms.

March 21st: Report cards were sent home with our students and those students on the
honor and high honor roll were recognized for their efforts.

March 27th: Cub of the month luncheon to celebrate those selected students who have
been a role model for their peers. Each student was permitted to bring a guest of their
choice to the pizza party.

March 28th: CMS team held its monthly teacher birthday party. Food was provided
by Fresh Depot. A fun time was had by all.

March 31st: JAR testing begins. Students have been preparing for the assessment for
many months.

March 31st: Underground teacher spirit week (Day one: mixed up shoes, Day two: coffee in
anything but a cup, Day three: black out (dress in black from head to toe), Day four: switch
and dress like a student, Day five: Pj day). This spirit week was strictly for the teachers to
have a little fun and camaraderie and to see if our student’s pay attention to how we dress
when we come to school. Students seemed to enjoy our attire and they were definitely thrown
for a loop because we did not tell them it was happening!

CJIHS:

March Faculty Meeting: On March 12, teachers and paraprofessionals met in their
grade levels. Mrs. Hollenkamp discussed PBIS &amp; Mr. Boldt went over unit planning. Teachers
met to select the January Tigers of the Month. They also began the process of creating unit maps.
Teachers will align their state standards to these units and then assign course objectives to each unit.
IAR Testing: CJTHS students took part in IAR math testing on March 18-20 and ELA testing on
March 25-26.
Tigers of the Month: The following CJIIS students were selected as the March Tigers of the Month
and were honored at the March 28 school-wide assembly:

6th Grade: Alaina Rink, Nazaireyah Thomas
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7th Grade: Briclla Westbrook, Michael Stockton
8th Grade: Ka’Leah Agin, Alan Roblero Gordillo

e Boys’ Basketball Team: The boys’ basketball team was honoted for their SITHSAA Class L 3rd place
finish af state at the March 28 school-wide assembly. Players received pins, letters, &amp; awards by
Coach Krutsinger.

e Let’s Tackle Hunger Food Drive: Centralia High School National Honor Society contacted 10 schools
to compete in a food drive. Led by Mr. Morris, CTHS participated &amp; brought in more than 600
canned foods during the week of March 10-14. A celebration took place at the March 28 school-wide
assembly, where Mr. Morris &amp; Mr. Boldt were rewarded with a pie in the face.

¢ February Discipline: Overall discipline numbers were down compared to last year at this time:

Mar 2024 Mar 2025 YTD 2023-24 YTD 2024-25

6th Grade: 43 47 273 166
7th Grade: 143 19 757 205
8th Grade: 296 67 577 269
TOTAL: 482 133 1607 640

e Girls’ Volleyball: The girls’ volleyball team hosted the regional tournament on March 19 and finished
2nd in their regional.

e (CJHS Band: Concert Band &amp; Beginning Band took part in the annual Sound Spectacular at CHS
on March 18, showcasing musicians ranging from 9 to 85 vears of age. CJHS intern, Savier Wilmoth,
was a guest conductor for the Concert Band. Upcoming performances are on May 1st with the spring
concert &amp;
8th grade graduation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Dates for CTHS graduation and the district bowling party were shared.

MOTION #14:

It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.
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APPROVED:

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
Sue Williams, Board Secretary
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Ron/] ohnson, President
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Sue Williams, Board Secretary



