Minutes of the regular meeting of the Centralia City Schools Board of Education,
District No. 135, Marion, Clinton, Jefferson and Washington Counties, Illinois, held
on Tuesday, December 10, 2024 at 6:00 p.m., in the Administration Bldg., 400 South
Elm St., Centralia, IL 62801.

Members Present: Ron Johnson, Sue Williams, Greg Dodson,
Mike Middleton and Blake Griffin

Members Absent: Derek Harlan, Renae Bauer

Also Present: Supt. Craig E. Clark, Christina Becker, Bo Thomas,
Timothia Reid and Austin Williams

Board President Johnson called the regular meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

MOTION #1:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to adjourn to closed session
to discuss personnel matters.

Adjourned to closed session at 6:03 p.m.

Reconvened to open session at 7:01 p.m.

Mrs. Bauer arrived at 6:11 p.m.

MOTION #2:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to approve the consent agenda
as follows:

l. Approval of Minutes of regular meeting held on Tuesday, November 12,
2024,

2. Approval of bills for $964,917.44

3. Approval of December payroll,

4, Approval of destruction of closed session verbatim tapes from meetings held

during and before June 2023 and to keep closed session minutes closed.

MOTION #3:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to approve the Treasurer's
Report. Motion carried.

RECOGNITION AND COMMENTS FROM EMPLOYEES AND PUBLIC

I, A representative from Glass and Shuffett presented the annual audit report.
The district received a 3.9 financial profile score which gives us a designation of
recognition.
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BOARD COMMITTEE REPORT
L. A School Board Conference update was provided by Mr. Johnson,

Mrs. Bauer, Mr. Middleton, and Mr. Dodson.

RRICULUM RE

Mirs. Becker reported that Fountas & Pinnell testing in grades K-5 is showing
student growth. Now social studies textbooks have been ordered and received. The
afterschool program is in full swing with approximately 70 students participating.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

MOTION #4:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Griffin to accept the audit as presented
by Glass and Shuffett. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

MOTION #5:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to approve the 2024 Tax
Levies. Motion carried.

MOTION #6:

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Bauer to approve a resolution abating a
portion of the taxes heretofore levied for the year 2024 to pay debt service on
General Obligation School Bonds, Series 2019, and General Obligation School
Bonds, Series 2018, of the District.

Motion carried.

MOTION #7:

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Bauer to approve the purchase of 79
Chromebooks and Google Chrome licenses for $18,745.91 from the Computer
Science Equity Grant. Motion carried.
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A second reading was held for the following PRESS Policy updates:
2:105-Ethics and Gift Ban; 2:120-Board Member Development;
4:30-Revenue and Investments; 4:60-Purchases and Contracts; 4:150-Facility
Management and Building Programs; 4:170- Safety; 5:10-Equal Employment
Opportunity and Minority Recruitment; 5:20-Workplace Harassment Prohibited;
5:90-Abused and Neglected Child Reporting; 5:125- Personal Technology and
Social Media; Usage and Conduct; 5:230-Maintaining Student Discipline;
6:60-Curriculum Content; 6:135-Accelerated Placement Program; 6:270-Guidance
and Counseling Program; 7:10-Equal Educational Opportunities; 7:100-Health,
Eye, and Dental Examinations; Immunizations; and Exclusion of Students;
7:180-Prevention and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment;
7:200-Suspension Procedures; 8:10-Connections with Community

MOTION #8:
It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Williams to adopt the PRESS Policy
updates as read. Motion carried.

MOTION #9:

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Griffin to approve the hiring of Paula
Gebke-Wempe as bus driver. Motion carried.

MOTION #10:
It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Middleton to approve the FMLA request
from Employee #1611. Motion carried.

MOTION #11:

It was moved by Dodson and seconded by Middleton to approve the winning
E-Rate bids from Clearwave for category one WAN and internet services for the
25-26 school year. Motion carried.

MOTION #12:
It was moved by Griffin and seconded by Dodson to approve the Health Life
Safety Survey for the Pre-K Building. Motion carried.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
1. Building Celebrations

2. Other
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Schiller:

Schiller School finished our first-ever turkey raffle. It was a great success and funds
raised will go towards future student field trips.

American Education Week was celebrated with students

Kindergarten did their Thanksgiving Parade throughout the school last Tuesday!!
Students loved it and a few first-grade classes got to step out and watch.

First-grade also did a Macy’s Day parade with student-decorated balloons.

The afterschool ESL made stuffing and ate gingerbread cookies while learning about
Thanksgiving.

Lockers were decorated throughout the school with turkeys in disguises for the
Thanksgiving holiday. Not one turkey could be found!

Students did a STEAM activity for Fun Friday. Students used noodles and
marshmallows to make different shapes, pictures, and even 3D objects. Students had so
much fun while learning with the noodles and marshmallows.

Star Assembly was had before leaving for Thanksgiving break focusing on the students
that showed traits of responsibility.

SAFE came to do presentations to talk to the students about emotions and

different ways to handle them which is imperative at this age.

Santa's Workshop has been set up all week so that students can shop for family
members. We have sold out three times, sending Ms. Marshall to the store to shop for
more,

Schiller School hosted its first Christmas Family Night with families coming in to
make different Christmas ornaments. We had over 200 in attendance! Christmas music
was enjoyed as well as a Christmas cookie and punch. Parents praised staff for how
much fun they had with their children.

Teachers are having a decorate their door contest to earn bragging rights and to hold
onto the golden Christmas tree trophy. Ms. Marshall is throwing in lunch for the
winner as well.

Jordan:

Our “Reading Buddies” program continues weekly. Volunteers read to students during
our lunch periods. This program allows students to be paired up with an adult or older
student and take turns reading to one another. It allows for authentic reading practice
and a model of fluent reading. Mrs. Jodie Witzel, Title I teacher, organizes this
program. CJHS 8th grade SOAR students are also participating in the program this
year.

On Thursday, November 7th, students participated in a fire drill. This drill was the last
required emergency drill of the school year. All other required drills have been
completed.

The Great Garden Detective Program was presented to 3rd-grade students on Friday,
November 8th.
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e Faculty and staff were encouraged to participate in an "Underground Spirit Week”,
Students were unaware that this was a spirit week and spent time figuring out what was
happening with the faculty and staff.

e The Jordan Elementary School Title I Program hosted our annual Christmas Craft
Night on Thursday, November 14th, from 6:00-7:00 PM. This event was a great
opportunity for our school to connect with parents and build a sense of community.
This event featured Mr. Bland’s reading of ““Twas the Night Before Christmas” by
Clement Clarke Moore, the making of three Christmas ornaments, and hot chocolate
and cookies. Nearly 300 people attended this event. A Scholastic Book Fair,
sponsored by the Jordan PTO, was also held on Tuesday, November 12th through
Friday, November 15th.

¢ On Tuesday, November 19th, all faculty and staff were treated to a delicious Monical’s
lunch compliments of the Jordan PTO. This lunch was in honor of American
Education Week.

e A Jordan Spirit Wear Fundraiser recently took place. All proceeds will go to the
Jordan Activity Fund.

e Our November Expectations Celebration was held on Monday, November 25th, for
students who met the behavior criteria for the month. This month’s theme was “Camp
Jordan” and featured campfire songs performed by Mr. Clark and Mr. Bland. Students
joined them as they performed classics like “She’ll Be Coming ‘Round the Mountain”,
“Home on the Range”, and “Bingo”. Students were also treated to a S’mores snack.
This month’s celebration was organized by Mrs. Michelle Witzel.

o Our Building Leadership Team met on Monday, November 25th, to discuss possible
retentions, the home-to-school referral process, monthly Expectations Celebrations for
good behavior, and upcoming events during December.

e November’s SEL (Social and Emotional Learning) lesson focused on cultivating
gratitude! Students explored what it means to be thankful and practiced replacing
negative thoughts with grateful ones. As part of the lesson, students decorated
Gratitude Chips—-a creative way to remind themselves of what they are thankful for.

e Before Thanksgiving Break, 2nd grade classes read the book “Balloons Over
Broadway” to learn about the history of balloon making in the Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade. Afterward, the students designed their balloons and held parades in their
classrooms.

e Monthly Rtl meetings were held on two separate days in November. During these

~ meetings our Ril team discussed with teachers those students who are struggling
academically and/or behaviorally and offered assistance/interventions to teachers to
prevent those students from being referred for special education services.

¢ Our Building Leadership Team met on Monday, November 25th, to discuss possible

- retentions, the home-to-school referral process, monthly Expectations Celebrations for
good behavior, and upcoming events during December.
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e Our monthly Jordan Stars Assembly was held on Tuesday, November 26th. Students
are encouraged to express and demonstrate positive behaviors daily in their classrooms
and around the school to receive this recognition. One student from each classroom is
selected monthly.

e Our Sweep Team has been administering the Fountas and Pinnell testing to all
students. This is used to determine a student’s independent and instructional reading
levels. It gives teachers the opportunity to observe student reading behaviors
one-on-one.

e On December 5th, students began taking their second iReady Diagnostic Tests. These
tests provide valuable information to teachers, including sophisticated data and
actionable insights to help them address students' individual needs and support
meaningful progress.

e “Santa’s Kottage” was open for business on December 4th, 5th, and 6th. This event,
sponsored by the Jordan PTO, allowed students to inexpensively shop for Christmas
gifts for their families.

e Santa Claus visited students on Monday, December 9th. “Photos with Santa” were
also taken as an Activity Fund Fundraiser. Jolly Old Saint Nick then dined with
students and their parents during our “Lunch with Santa” event. This allowed Santa to
mingle with all students before departing for the North Pole.

¢ Deccember SEL (Social Emotional Learning) lessons were taught on Tuesday,
December 3rd, and Tuesday, December 10th. These lessons focused on coping skills.

e Students from Centralia High School’s FFA program visited third grade again this
month, '

o A Christmas Spirit Week will be held during the week of December 16th through the
20th. Themed days will include Santa Hat Day, Shine Bright Day, Candy Cane Day,
Ugly Christmas Sweater Day, and Christmas Pajama Day.

¢ On Monday, December 16th, we will have our December Expectations Celebration for
students who have met the behavior criteria for the month. This month’s theme is
“Christmas at the Movies”, and students will be treated to a Christmas movie, “Jingle,

- Jangle; A Christmas Movie, and a popcorn bar with flavored popcorn.

¢ Our first Jordan Christmas Program in our new school gymnasium will be held on
Tuesday, December 17th at 10:00 AM. This program is under the direction of Mrs.
Blair and will also be live-streamed on the district Facebook page.

e On Monday, December 16th, we will have our December Expectations Celebration for
students who have met the behavior criteria for the month. This month’s theme is
“Christmas at the Movies”, and students will travel to City Hope Church to see “Jingle
Jangle: A Christmas Movie”. The SEL in this movie is perseverance. Students will
also be treated to a “popcorn bar” that will feature festive toppings for their popcorn
treats.

e Qur “Orphans in the Classroom” program will begin on Friday, January 10th and will
feature Centralia Orphans basketball players who will read SEL-themed books to
students, participate in classroom discussions, and most importantly serve as positive
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role models for our students. This program is organized by 2nd-grade teacher, Mrs.
Stroud.

Central:

November 1st-30th: Native American Heritage Month: CMS celebrated this month
by providing a fun fact or history fact over the announcements, daily. The purpose was
to expose our students to the importance of Native American history and the impact
that this population has had on creating the United States of America.
November 13th: Books are Fun Book Blast, kicked off today. Students received a
treasure map from the organization and had an opportunity to carn free books by
entering contact information for family and friends. Students could earn up to 10
books. Every child will receive at least one book.
November 13th CMS Family Reading Night: Students and families gathered at CMS
to participate in our annual reading night. Ms. Roth hosted the event and the families
participated in an escape room. There were several prizes awarded to students
including 16 build-a-bears that were donated by our wonderful media specialist, Ms.
Graham. In addition, there were hundreds of books donated to families to help our
students build their home libraries.
November 15th CMS Scavenger Hunt: Students participated in teams for a school
wide scavenger hunt to find feathers for their Thanksgiving turkey. It was a fun activity
that the students enjoyed.
November 18th R282: To kick off the new grading period, students were reintroduced
to our CMS R28S2 (responsibility, respect, safe, and self-control) expectations. This
review occurs at the beginning of each grading period and it is in effort to remind
students of our code of conduct while enrolled at CMS.
November 18th-22nd American Education Week: Each day students dressed up to
celebrate education week at CMS.

o Monday: Wear your favorite hat
Tuesday: Switching places (students dress like teachers and vice versa)

o Wednesday: Wear your favorite jeans and sports’ team shirt

o Thursday: Wear your crazy socks

o Friday: Relay races during P.E.
November 20th Fundraiser Ornament order forms were due: Students were able to
purchase a keepsake ornament from their time at CMS from a local woodworker. Each
grade level had a specific ornament to choose from.
November 20th Staff Luncheon: CMS teachers gathered to fellowship and celebrate
November birthdays by enjoying a chili and chili dog luncheon with all of the fixins’.
A good time was had by all.
Each Friday in November: CMS students have been running on the early dismissal
schedule to incorporate music into the day and to help prepare for the upcoming
Christmas program. Special shout out to Mr. Webster and Ms. Stacey for spear-heading
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this initiative and providing our students with a musical opportunity that they might
otherwise not have.
e November 26th Cub of the Month Luncheon: 12 students in grade four and five
were invited to attend a pizza party and celebration with a guest of their choosing,
CMS recognizes students who have demonstrated exemplary behavior and we choose
to celebrate them by recognizing their willingness to follow our school wide
expectations.
Book Blast Prizes: We were able to award 50 students with prizes for their outstanding
participation in the Books are Fun book blast. Each child received three really cool prizes. In
addition, 4 students were awarded a wooden treasure chest with money and other prizes
inside the locked chest. Finally, the EPIC winner received a large treasure chest that included
several hundreds of dollars worth of gifts including a tablet and case.

CJHS:

o CJHS Black Light Dance: On November 1, CTHS students participated in their first
dance of the school year in the Jr. High Commons. Students danced to great music
provided by DJ’s Mr. Lance Boldt & Mr. Jeremiah Snow. The dance was sponsored by
the PAC &amp; several teachers &amp; staff members helped chaperone.

o CJHS Spirit Week: During the week of November 4 — 8, CTHS students participated in
a school-wide spirit week.

Monday: Students Dress Like a Teacher Day / Teachers Dress Like a Student Day
Tuesday: No School

Wednesday: Way Back Wednesday / Decade Day

Thursday: Spirit Day

Friday: PJ Day ($1 for PBIS)

e Veterans Day Assembly: On November 8, CJHS had a special assembly honoring our
veterans. The CJTHS Band &amp; Choir both performed. Students wrote Veterans Day
poems in Mrs, Schwartz’ 8th grade Language Arts class &amp; five students were
picked to read their poems at the assembly. Students drew Veterans Day posters in Mrs.
Tina Bishop’s class; five posters were presented. Qur very own veterans - Ms. Reid,
Mr. Cooley, Mr. Zvonar, and Mr. Hefley — were honored in front of the student body.
Mr, Boldt then wrapped up the assembly with a speech helping students understand
why we take a day off of school for Veterans Day.

e American Education Week: During the week of November 18 — 22, CJHS students
&amp; staff participated in American Education Week, which highlighted the
importance of education.

Monday: Wear Your Class Colors (6 th — Blue, 7 th — Red, 8 th — Purple)
Tuesday: Twin Day Tuesday

Wednesday: Crazy Hair Day

Thursday: Day of Encouragement
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Friday: Formal Friday

e November Faculty Meeting: On November 13, teachers and paraprofessionals met as a
group in the library. Mrs. Hollenkamp spoke about PBIS. Mr. Boldt went over some
tips for differentiation in the classroom. Teachers met in their grade levels to discuss
remediation plans for students who are on the retention watch list and to select the
November Tigers of the Month.

e November Tigers of the Month: The following CTHS students were selected as the
November Tigers of the Month and were honored at the November 22nd school-wide
assembly:

6 th Grade: McKenna Paulson, Jeremaine Tabor, Jr.
7 th Grade: Williams Qualls, Willow Sheets
8 th Grade: Aaronayzha Collins, Dierre Neal

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MOTION #13:
It was moved by Bauer and seconded by Dodson to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.
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MOTION # 1 2.3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1011 12 13

JOHNSON Y Y Y Y YYYYYYYYY

WILLIAMS Y YY Y Y YYYYYYYY

HARLAN T R R

BAUER - Y Y Y Y Y Y YYYYYY

MIDDLETON Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

DODSON Y Y Y Y YYYYYYYYY

GRIFFIN Y Y Y YYYYYYYYYY
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
Sue Williams, Board Secretary
- /L/

APPROVED: g [eihmer
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Sue Williams, Board Secretary



